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Europe's grasping prod for American dollars

LL summer long the Europe-boun- d

J4 'mers ve been carrying across
the Atlantic unprecedented

G&mbers of American tourists,
f isd now these thousands of travelers

W "Morning, Fadly disillusioned, many
tftkeo, by the shameless way they have

Jf P robbed, cheated and swindled in
woptand firmly determined to be con-te- t
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lhe exorbitant charges
eU in hotels, the

system of graft spread over every
place of interest to visitors, the
eternal tip system, which is so efficient

as practically to be unavoidable, and the
enormous charges for every last thing
an American might want. Some of the
extortion practiced is so outrageous as
to be almost unbelievable.

As soon as the tourists from America
begin to arrive the prices for hotel
rooms leap upward, the menus are
priced as if all the food were out
of season, and the charges for j

wines pass through a mushroom
development. 1

In Paris there exist two distinct fa

as wide apart as the poles sys-- .

terns of charges. One is for the
;iative, and the other for the vis-

itor. Several of the hotels quite i j
frankly show their hands by print- - Al
.nir menus in the two languag , jj.
bearing the different prices. it., J
An American is charged fl-- X V
a day for a room; a Parisian ,

may sleep in just as good a 9Bj
room for $4 a day.

One of the methods be-

ing resorted to by un-

scrupulous hotel proprie- -

ri in Paris and other Jprrt
cities to lure American .t jH
tourist into their clutches V--

and squeeze from them jBp
every pc nn they pos- - J jfflA&ffc
sibly can is to
ad-- , ertise that
tipping is posi- - JjwHft JSV'
t i v e y pro- - Jnf1,11 .

the HW.
d i s tributing HrR
individual tips KK .
to porters, . mmHE!

chambermaids
waiters, and
other servants they annoui.ee that a

charge of ten per cent to cover these
will Im-- added to the amount of the bill.

Do these hotels do as they agree?
Are no tips demanded when this ten per
cent charge is paid.' Not a bit of it,

as Mrs. Donald Brian, wife of the well

known actor can testify.

Like many another American tourist
Mrs. Brian paid the Paris hotel where
she had been a guest for several weeks

the added ten per cent charge thnt was

supposed to cover all tips. But as she
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' leave she was
confronted by
a threatening
group of
waiters, cham- -

--.. bermaids, por- -

terSj bellboys, Housekeepers, doormen,
i levator operators and telephone girls
who angrily that the ten per
cent Bhe had just paid was only for the
lowest meniab of the kitchen and not
for these more distinguished servants.
They made it plain that unless she
tipped them nil they expected her dc-p- ..

rime would be made disagreeable.
In vain she protested to the man be-

hind the desk He would neither re-

fund the ten per cent she had paid nor

do anything to stop the importunities of
the hotel's employees.

1 inally, to save herself embarrass-
ment and possible ill treatment by the
bandits who pressed about her, she was
forced to bestow liberal tins on each
and every one.

In some Parisian restaurants you are
asked to leave should you fail to care
for champagne. No other liquid refresh-
ment is served and you are charged any-
where from fit) to 75 francs and up for a
bottle for which your French neighbor
at the table next you pays only L'O

francs.
Should you go shopping, the fleecing

you will undergo make.- - the methods used
by Jesse James look like the petty ef-

forts of a third-rat- e pickpocket. The
Paris shopkeepers seem to have united
to see which of them can gouge Ameri-
cans the most.

A pair of stockings for which you will
pay $1.50 in New York you may pur-ch- a

e at one shop on the Rue de la Paix
for 00 francs; at another shop you will
pay 80 franc: for them, and so on. Other
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articles of apparel show similar
over-charge- s.

The way the gullible Americans are
swindled into paying enormous prices
i"cr bogus masterpieces has set all

ranee to laughing. We have bought in

the last two years over I'.O.OOO landscapes
pointed by Corot alone, and hundreds up-

on hundreds of "genuine" Rembrandts,
Munllos and Velasquezes' are brought
back every year from Europe by Amer
ican buyers.

The enormous numbers of "antiques"
which are sold yearly to the ignorant
visitors would fill a city. One Paris
newspaper printed with glee the an-

nouncement that it was estimated that
over 3,000 beds in which Marie Antoi-

nette had slept and over 10,000 harpsi- -

hords upon which she had trailed her
frail lingers existed in prominent places
in America.

In Paris it seems to be granted by
the government that after 7 o'clock at
night every taxicab driver may do his

eSt In tBftke new history in crime. They
are allowed to charge whatever they
please, and if you happen to go to the
theater or to some supper club nnd are
returning to your hotel by taxi ou are
about as safe from harm as if you were
on a sinking boat.

If you do not speak French like a
native the fare doubles at each block.
You may pay anywhere from $5 to 10

or more to go the distance you have
Covered during the day for 70 or K0

cents. This method of getting your
money is too slow for some of the taxi-ca- b

operators and they do not hesitate

to put a gun to your head and demand
your pockethook and other valuables.

At Deauville, one cf the best known
nnd most fashionable of the resorts in jif
Europe, tne notei prices nave Deen v

raised to unheard of heights. A room
it tie leading hotel cannot be obtained
by an American under $25 a day.

London has boasted that all American
visitors would be charged exactly the
same prices as the native English. While
this may be true so far a.-- some of the
better known hotels are concerned, still
from the sapper clubs and the innumc-abl- e

places of interest which have sprung
up for the sole purpose of amusing the

i. itors come amazing tales of down-

right robbery. Also the tip system
is worked in England in a peculiarly vi-

cious way.
The overcharging of Americans is con-

fined to no one country or locality. The
Alpine resorts have frankly declared
that they are out for every American
dollar they can get.

In Austria and Germany the slogan 3

that "Americans must pay our repara-
tion debts if not as a loan, then as in-

dividuals." The shopkeepers, hotel pro-

prietors, etc., have received an official
recognition from the government that
they can charge just what they please
and the more the better! In Bavaria,
which is the richest agricultural section
of Central Europe, fresh milk and cream
are kept from the tourists and only
tinned milk can be bought.

In addition to the gouging and swin- -

unng which ine visitor undergoes, mere
are added the innumerable indignities

'and humiliations imposed upon them by
the petty officials everywhere. They are
imposed upon almost universally in the
matter of their passports. Unnecessary
delays, inconvenient service and ribald
laughter are meted out to them by the
officers in charge, wherever they go.
They are mocked at and jeered and made
a national joke by their gullibility and

Many returning Americans are too
proud to admit how hey have been
cheated, robbed and swindled. But
enough confessions are coming out to
make it plain that a summer in Europo
is hardly what it is cracked up to be.

By the very shamelessness of their
methods Europe's profiteers are killing 'l
the golden goose of American tourist
travel. Travellers from these shores T;

have learned their lesson and it is pre- - sr"'
dieted that next year will see no such
rush to get across the Atlantic as the
season just closing has witnessed. As
a result of Europe's robbery of its visi-tor- s,

seeing America first promUe to
become more popular than ever before.
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